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Description 
Despite woodland expansion being advocated via a number of policy documents, barriers to woodland 
creation in Scotland remain. These include contested views about land use amongst multiple stakeholders, 
concerns around trade-offs with other land uses, and a lack of synergy between policies and plans.  
 
Five contrasting woodland expansion visions were developed to better understand agreement and 
differences between these views. The visons are based on a mixed-method approach consisting of: content 
analysis of 53 vision documents, plans and policies relating to forestry and woodland expansion from a wide 
range of stakeholders involved in forestry, conservation and land use in Scotland; a workshop with 18 
stakeholders; and semi-structured interviews with 4 further stakeholders.   
 
This dataset provides five rich pictures illustrating these visions, which were created by Scriberia 
(www.scriberia.co.uk) based on ideas from Vanessa Burton and Marc Metzger. This file provides a brief 
description of the visions.  
 
For more information please refer to: 

• Burton V (2017) Understanding stakeholder values for woodland expansion. ESCom Briefing Note. 
http://escom.scot/sites/default/files/resources/escom-visions-briefing-note.pdf 

• Burton V, Metzger MJ, Brown C, Moseley D (2018) Green Gold to Wild Woodlands; understanding 
stakeholder visions for woodland expansion in Scotland. Landscape Ecology in review 
 

 
Files 
The illustrations is provided as .png, .svg and Adobe Photoshop .psd files. 
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Dr Marc Metzger 
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marc.metzger@ed.ac.uk



Green Gold 
 
Larger scale, productive, 
sustainable plantations adhere to 
high standards, and are an integral 
part of Scottish land use and the 
national economy. There is a focus 
on productive species which 
provide high value timber (e.g. 
non-native conifers), but 
plantations are designed with 
native species, riparian buffers and 
open spaces. The carbon stored in 
forests and forest products in 
highly valued.  
 

 



Wild Woodlands 
 
Larger areas of land are given over  
to natural processes, with 
naturally regenerating native 
woodland being a key indicator of 
dynamic, biodiversity rich wild 
land. Wild land is incompatible 
with most modern farming, but 
silvopastoral and transhumance 
systems thrive on the edges of 
wild areas. Natural transitions 
between land uses are encouraged 
and biodiversity is restored, 
including native species 
reintroductions.  
 
 

  



Woodland Culture 
 
A well-forested and productive 
landscape encompasses small-
scale diversity of tree species, 
woodland type and tenure. 
Communities are empowered, and 
local people make their living from 
woodlands in a wide variety of 
ways and hutting is commonplace. 
All woodland types are potentially 
productive, and small scale 
processing technology is widely 
accessible, supporting local timber, 
woodfuel and non-timber forest 
product markets.  
 

 



Native Networks
 
Native and semi-natural 
woodlands are protected, restored 
and reconnected at all scales, 
enabling integration with other 
land uses, and avoiding 
fragmentation of important open 
ground habitats. Natural 
regeneration and transition zones 
are encouraged between land 
uses. Woodland networks play a 
valuable role in developing climate 
change resilience and providing 
green ways for recreation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  



Multiple benefits 
 
Sustainably managed trees and 
woodlands ‘stitch-in’ and 
complement a diverse mix of land 
uses at the landscape scale. 
Emphasis is on ‘the right tree in 
the right place’. Agricultural land is 
a key asset to be protected, but 
forestry is seen by farmers and 
land owners as a potentially 
integral part of their portfolio.  
 
  


